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JANUARY
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	President Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation – 1863
(Kwanzaa Day 7: Imani = Faith)

	2 
	Sharon Pratt Dixon, first woman mayor of the District of Columbia, sworn in - 1991

	3 
	After 15 years as the host of NBC’s Today Show, Bryant Gumble resigns - 1997

	4 
	Andrew “Rube” Foster organizes baseball’s Negro National League – 1920

	5 
	Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity founded at Indiana University - 1911

	6 
	Dizzy Gillespie, famed jazz trumpeter, dies - 1993

	7 
	Marion Anderson becomes the first female African-American singer to perform at the Metropolitan Opera House - 1955

	8 
	Charles Deslandes leads Louisiana slave revolt - 1811

	9 
	Fisk University founded in Nashville, Tennessee - 1866

	10 
	George Washington Carver, agricultural scientist, born - 1864

	11 
	Mary J. Blige, pop singer, born in the Bronx, New York - 1971

	12 
	U.S. Supreme Court rules that African-Americans may study law at state schools

	13 
	First black labor convention held in Washington, D.C. - 1869

	14 
	Lawrence D. Wilder of Virginia becomes the first elected African-American governor since Reconstruction - 1990

	15 
	Martin Luther King, Jr., civil rights leader, born in Atlanta, Georgia - 1929

	16 
	NASA names the first three African-American astronauts - 1978

	17 
	Muhammad Ali (ne Cassius Marcellus Clay, Jr.), professional boxer, born in Louisiana, Kentucky - 1942

	18 
	Robert C, Weaver becomes the first African-American member of the U.S. cabinet as secretary of housing and urban affairs - 1966

	19 
	UCLA renames its social sciences building in honor of alumnus Ralph Bunche, statesman and political scientist - 1969

	20 
	Hiram R. Revels of Mississippi becomes the first black elected to the U.S. Senate - 1870

	21 
	Twelve black congressional representatives boycott Richard Nixon’s State of the Union address because of his “consistent refusal” to respond to the petitions of black Americans - 1971

	22 
	James Robert Gladden becomes the first African-American to be certified in orthopedic surgery - 1949

	23 
	Army Nurse Corps pressured by National Association of Colored Nursing Graduates admits nurses regardless of race - 1945

	24 
	Jackie Robinson becomes the first African-American elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame - 1962

	25 
	Constance B. Motley becomes the first appointed African-American female federal judge - 1966

	26 
	Bessie Coleman, first African-American woman aviator, born in Atlanta, Georgia - 1892

	27 
	Leontyne Price, renowned opera singer, makes her debut at the Metropolitan Opera House - 1961

	28 
	Richard Barth, sculptor, born in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi - 1901

	29 
	Oprah Winfrey, talk-show host, actress, and publisher, born in Kosciusko, Mississippi - 1954

	30 
	Coretta Scott King, civil rights activist and widow of rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., dies at age 78 - 2006

	31 
	Washington Redskins quarterback Doug Williams, the first African-American to play in a Super Bowl game, named MVP in Super Bowl XXII - 1988


FEBRUARY

	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	Black History Month inaugurated in honor of the USA’s bicentennial - 1976

	2 
	Ernest E. Just, genetic biologist, awarded the Spingarn Medal - 1915

	3 
	U.S. Congress ratifies the 15th Amendment, which bars race as a qualification for voting - 1870

	4 
	Tony Dungy becomes the first African-American head coach to win the Super Bowl when the Indiana Colts beat the Chicago Bears in Super Bowl XLI - 2007

	5 
	Barack Obama, Columbia University graduate and Harvard University law student, becomes the first African-American president of the Harvard Law Review - 1990

	6 
	Bob Marley, reggae musician, born in Jamaica - 1945

	7 
	Carter G. Woodson starts Negro History Week, which later evolves into Black History Month - 1926

	8 
	Oprah Winfrey’s talk show becomes nationally syndicated - 1986

	9 
	Leroy “Satchel” Paige inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame - 1971

	10 
	Andrew Brimmer appointed the first African-American governor of the Federal Reserve Board by President Lyndon Johnson - 1966

	11 
	Nelson Mandela released from a South African prison after 27 years - 1990

	12 
	National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) founded in New York City - 1909

	13 
	The Renaissance, the first black pro basketball teamed, formed - 1923

	14 
	Morehouse College, a historically black institution of higher learning, organized in Augusta, Georgia - 1867

	15 
	New Jersey becomes the last northern state to abolish slavery - 1804

	16 
	Frederick Douglass elected president of the Freedman’s Bank and Trust - 1874

	17 
	Michael Jordan, basketball great, born in Brooklyn, New York - 1963

	18 
	Shani Davis becomes the first African-American to win an individual gold medal (for long track speedskating) at the Winter Olympics - 2006

	19 
	W.E.B. DuBois organizes the first Pan-African Congress in Paris, France - 1919

	20 
	Sidney Poitier, actor, born in Miami, Florida - 1927

	21 
	Malcolm X, black nationalist assassinated in Manhattan, New York – 1965. BARACK H. OBAMA BECOMES THA FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - 2009

	22 
	First rap Grammy won by DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince for their hit single “Parents Just Understand” - 1989

	23 
	Melvin Franklin, bass singer of the Temptations, dies of complications following a brain seizure in Los Angeles, California - 1995

	24 
	Rebecca Lee Crumpler becomes the first black woman to receive an M.D. degree and to graduate from the New England Female Medical College - 1864

	25 
	Hiram R. Revels of Mississippi is sworn in as the first black U.S. senator and first black representative in Congress - 1870

	26 
	Theodore “Georgia Deacon” Flowers becomes the first black middle-weight boxing champion - 1926

	27 
	Debi Thomas, figure skater, becomes the first African-American to win a medal at the Winter Olympics - 1988

	28 
	Richard Spikes invents the automatic gear shift - 1932

	29 
	

	30 
	

	31 
	


MARCH
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	Shauntay Hinton, Miss District of Columbia, crowned Miss USA - 2002

	2 
	Wilt Chamberlain scores 100 points in a pro basketball game - 1962

	3 
	Roberta Flack’s “The First Time Ever I saw Your Face” wins a Grammy Award for Song of the Year - 1972

	4 
	J. Ernest Wilkins named undersecretary of labor by President Dwight D. Eisenhower - 1954

	5 
	U.S. Postal Service issues the Mary McLeod Bethune commemorative stamp as the eighth stamp in its Black heritage USA series - 1985

	6 
	U.S. Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision denies citizenship to blacks - 1857

	7 
	Police break up a civil rights demonstration in Selma, Alabama - 1965

	8 
	Henry L. Marsh III, elected first black mayor of Richmond, Virginia - 1977

	9 
	Andrew F. Brimmer becomes the first black governor of the Federal Reserve

	10 
	James Ear Ray pleads guilty to the charge of killing Martin Luther King, Jr., and is sentenced to 99 years in prison - 1969

	11 
	Lorraine Hansberry’s award-winning play A Raisin in the Sun opens on Broadway - 1959

	12 
	Benjamin Banneker and Pierre Charles L’Enfant commissioned to develop plans for the layout of Washington, D.C. - 1791

	13 
	John Lee, the first black to receive a commission in the U.S. Navy, assigned to duty - 1947

	14 
	Bus service in Montgomery, Alabama, desegregated - 1965

	15 
	Leon H. Washington founds the Los Angeles Sentinel - 1933

	16 
	Freedom’s Journal, the first black newspaper in the United States, founded - 1827

	17 
	Nat King Cole, vocalist, born in Montgomery, Alabama - 1919

	18 
	Vanessa L. Williams, actor/singer, born in Millwood, New York - 1963

	19 
	Jan Matzeliger invents a machine to manufacture an entire shoe - 1883

	20 
	Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s cabin published - 1852

	21 
	Freedom March from Selma to Montgomery begins - 1965

	22 
	Alonzo Pietro, explorer and navigator, sets sail with Christopher Columbus - 1492

	23 
	Marcus Garvey arrives in America from Jamaica - 1916

	24 
	Canada extends the vote to black citizens - 1837

	25 
	Halle Berry and Denzel Washington awarded Oscars for Best Actress and Best Actor, respectively, the first time the award is simultaneously won by African-American actors – 2002. HALLE BERRY IS THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN WOMAN TO WIN.

	26 
	Thomas Martin awarded a patent for a fire extinguisher - 1872

	27 
	Sara Vaughan, jazz singer, born in Newark, New Jersey - 1924

	28 
	State of New York abolishes slavery - 1799

	29 
	W. J. Ballow awarded a patent for a hat rack/table combination - 1898

	30 
	The 15th Amendment, which bars race as a qualification for voting, goes into effect - 1870

	31 
	Toni Morrison wins the Pulitzer Prize for Beloved - 1988


APRIL
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	Hampton University in Hampton, Virginia, is established as a school for African-Americans - 1868

	2 
	Georgetown university’s John Thompson becomes the first black coach to win the NCAA basketball tournament - 1984

	3 
	Carter G. Woodson, the “Father of Black History,” dies - 1950

	4 
	Martin Luther King, Jr., civil rights leader, assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee - 1968

	5 
	Booker T. Washington, educator, born in Franklin County, Virginia - 1856

	6 
	Matthew A. Henson co-discovers the North Pole with Adm. Robert E. Peary - 1909

	7 
	Billie Holiday, blues singer, born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania - 1917

	8 
	Hank Aaron hit his 715th home run, thereby surpassing Babe Ruth’s record - 1974

	9 
	George Walker becomes the first African-American to receive the Pulitzer Prize for music - 1996

	10 
	Lee Elder becomes the first African-American to play in the Master’s Tournament - 1975

	11 
	The largest Museum of African-American History opens in Detroit - 1997

	12 
	Emmett Ashford becomes the first African-American Major League umpire - 1966

	13 
	Sidney Poitier becomes the first black to win an Academy Award for Best Actor - 1964

	14 
	Tiger Woods wins his third Master’s Tournament golf title, thereby becoming only the second person to win two such titles - 2002

	15 
	Civil rights leader A. Philip Randolph was born - 1889

	16 
	Slavery abolished in Washington, D.C. - 1862

	17 
	Alice Walker wins the Pulitzer Prize for The Color Purple - 1983

	18 
	Alex Haley win the Pulitzer Prize for Roots - 1977

	19 
	Maj. Gen. Frederic E. Davidson becomes the first black to lead an army division - 1972

	20 
	Harriet Tubman starts the Underground Railroad - 1853

	21 
	Pvt. Milton L. Olive III posthumously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor - 1966

	22 
	Bob Marley’s famous One Love Peace concert takes place at Kingston’s national arena - 1978

	23 
	Columbia University operations end for the year after black and white students seize five campus buildings - 1971

	24 
	United Negro College Fund established - 1944

	25 
	Lisa “Left Eye” Lopes of TLC killed in a car accident in Honduras - 2002

	26 
	Maryann Bishop Coffey becomes the first African-American female to co-chair the National Conference of Christians and Jews - 1991

	27 
	Coretta Scott King, activist and wife of Martin Luther King, Jr., born in Heiberger, Alabama - 1927

	28 
	Muhammad Ali stripped of his boxing title for refusing to be drafted into the U.S. armed forces - 1967

	29 
	Harold Washington becomes the first African-American mayor of Chicago - 1983

	30 
	Sarah Thompson Garnet becomes the first African-American female principal in the New York City public school system - 1863

	31 
	


MAY
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	Howard University, a historically black institution of higher learning, chartered in Washington, D.C. - 1867

	2 
	First baseball game of the Negro National League played in Indianapolis - 1920

	3 
	Macon B. Allen becomes the first black regularly admitted to the bar of any state - 1945

	4 
	Freedom Riders begin protesting southern bus travel segregation - 1961

	5 
	Eugene Marion becomes the first African-American to be installed as a Roman Catholic archbishop - 1988

	6 
	President Eisenhower signed the Civil Rights Act - 1960

	7 
	Joseph Winters receives a patent for a fire escape ladder - 1878

	8 
	Lena Horne, awarded the Spingarn Medal - 1983

	9 
	John Brown, abolitionist and martyr, born in Torrington, Connecticut - 1800

	10 
	Nelson Mandela inaugurated as the first democratically elected president of South Africa - 1994

	11 
	Blacks in Norfolk, Virginia, hold a mass meeting to demand equal rights and ballots - 1965

	12 
	Sam Jones becomes the first African-American Major League baseball player to pitch a no-hitter - 1955

	13 
	Stevie Wonder, singer and composer, born in Saginaw, Michigan - 1950

	14 
	Arthur Ashe becomes the first African-American to make the U.S. Davis Cup tennis team at age 22 - 1963

	15 
	U.S. Congress declares that U.S. citizens who engage in the foreign slave trade are subject to punishment by death - 1820

	16 
	Slavery abolished in Denmark - 1792

	17 
	In Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, the U.S. Supreme Court declares that segregation in schools is unconstitutional - 1954

	18 
	U.S. Supreme Court upholds the “separate but equal” doctrine in Plessy v. Ferguson - 1896

	19 
	Malcolm X, black nationalist, born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska - 1925

	20 
	Elias Neau establishes a school for blacks in new York City - 1704

	21 
	Thomas “Fats” Waller, jazz pianist and composer, born in New York City - 1904

	22 
	Bill Cosby becomes the first African-American to be awarded an Emmy for Best Actor in a dramatic series (I Spy) - 1966

	23 
	Bob Marley, reggae legend, dies at age 36 - 1981

	24 
	Municipal Court of Appeals rules racial segregation in restaurants in Washington, D.C., is illegal - 1954

	25 
	Willie Mays becomes a Major League baseball player for the New York Giants - 1951

	26 
	Pamala Suzette Grier, important black actress of the 1970s, born in Winston-Salem, North Carolina

	27 
	Ernest Green graduates with six hundred white classmates from Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas - 1958

	28 
	Eliza Gardner, engineer on the Underground Railroad, born in New York City - 1832

	29 
	Vivian Malone becomes the first African-American to graduate from the University of Alabama - 1965

	30 
	Countee Cullen, poet, born in New York City - 1903

	31 
	President George W. Bush proclaims June as Black History Music Month - 2002


JUNE
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	After an absence of 33 years, South Africa rejoins the Commonwealth of Nations - 1994

	2 
	Herb McKenley, Jamaican-born track star, sets a new world record for the 400-yard dash - 1948

	3 
	Wesley A. Brown becomes the first black to graduate from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland - 1949

	4 
	Samuel Gravely is the first African-American to become an admiral in the U.S. Navy and to command a warship, born - 1922

	5 
	Jimmy Lee, jockey, becomes the first black to win the Travers stakes at Saratoga, New York - 1908

	6 
	NASA chose Mae C. Jemison, M.D., to begin training as a space shuttle astronaut - 1987

	7 
	Gwendolyn Brooks, Pulitzer Prize wining poet, born in Topeka, Kansas - 1917

	8 
	U.S. Supreme Court outlaws discrimination in Washington, D.C., restaurants - 1953

	9 
	James Napier organizes the first Tennessee bank begun by a black American - 1904

	10 
	Marcus Garvey, organizer of the Back to Africa movement during the 1920s, dies in London, England - 1940

	11 
	Nelson Mandela, black nationalist leader, is sentenced to life imprisonment by the South African government - 1964

	12 
	Medgar Evers, civil rights leader, assassinated in Jackson, Mississippi - 1963

	13 
	Thurgood Marshall becomes the first African-American to be elevated to a seat on the U.S. Supreme Court - 1967

	14 
	Dr. Harold D. West appointed president of Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee - 1952

	15 
	Henry O. Flipper becomes the first black to graduate from the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, New York - 1877

	16 
	Kenneth Gibson becomes the first African-American to be elected mayor of a major city on the eastern seaboard (Newark, new jersey) - 1970

	17 
	James Brown, singer and performer known as the “Godfather of Soul”, born in Barnwell, South Carolina - 1928

	18 
	U.S. Supreme Court bans racial discrimination in housing sales and rentals - 1968

	19 
	Juneteenth, celebration of the day in 1865 when news of the Emancipation Proclamation finally reached blacks in Galveston, becomes a legal state holiday in Texas - 1980

	20 
	National Association for the Advancement of Colored People incorporated in New York - 1911

	21 
	Henry Ossawa Tanner, renowned painter of biblical scenes and African-American life, born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania - 1859

	22 
	Joe Louis, boxing great, defeats Max Schmeling - 1938

	23 
	Wilma Rudolgh becomes the first woman to win three gold medals at an Olympic competition - 1960

	24 
	Booker T. Washington becomes the first African-American to receive an honorary M.A. degree from Harvard University - 1896

	25 
	Lincoln Alexander becomes the first black member of the Canadian Parliament - 1968

	26 
	Roy Campanella, catcher for the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Negro Leagues, dies - 1993

	27 
	Thurgood Marshall, the first black Supreme Court justice, announces his retirement - 1994

	28 
	Samuel J. Battle becomes the first African-American policeman in New York City - 1911

	29 
	James W. Smith writes The Colored Cadet: Hardships at West Point - 1870

	30 
	The Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where Martin Luther King, Jr., was assassinated, converted into a National Civil Rights Museum - 1991

	31 
	


JULY
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	Kenneth Gibson, mayor of Newark, becomes the first black president of the U.S. Conference of Mayors - 1976

	2 
	President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act into law - 1964

	3 
	Jackie Robinson becomes the first African-American to be inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame - 1962

	4 
	Booker T. Washington becomes the first president of Tuskegee Institute in Tuskegee, Alabama - 1881

	5 
	Arthur Ashe becomes the first African-American to win the Men’s Single Championship at Wimbledon - 1975

	6 
	Henry Sampson invented the cellular phone - 1971

	7 
	Satchel Paige, baseball legend, born in Mobile, Alabama - 1906

	8 
	Venus Williams wins the Wimbledon Women’s Singles Championship for the second time in a row - 2001

	9 
	Congress ratifies the 14th Amendment, thereby granting U.S. citizenship to African-Americans - 1868

	10 
	Mary McLeod Bethune, educator and White House advisor, born in Maysville, South Carolina - 1875

	11 
	The Niagara Movement, forerunner of the NAACP, organized - 1905

	12 
	Cornelius Johnson set the world record in the high jump event - 1936

	13 
	Slavery banned in the Northwest Territory - 1787

	14 
	George Washington Carver National Monument dedicated in Joplin, Missouri - 1951

	15 
	Francis Bebey, guitarist, poet and author, born in Cameroon - 1929

	16 
	Ida B. Wells, teacher, publisher, reformer, and leader of an anti-lynching crusade, born in Holly Springs, Mississippi - 1862

	17 
	John Coltrane, innovative jazz musician, dies - 1967

	18 
	Nelson Mandela one of the most influential politicians, born in Transkei (South Africa) - 1918

	19 
	Patricia Roberts Harris named secretary of health and human services - 1979

	20 
	Women’s Rights Convention endorses the anti-slavery cause in the Seneca Falls Declaration - 1848

	21 
	National Association of Colored Women founded by Mary Church Terrell in Washington, D.C. - 1896

	22 
	Jane Matilda Bolin becomes the first black female judge and is appointed to the court of domestic relations by Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia of New York City - 1939

	23 
	Louis Tompkins Wright, noted physician, born in La Grange, Georgia - 1924

	24 
	Alexander Dumas, author of The Three Musketeers and The Count of Monte Cristo, born in Aisne, France - 1802

	25 
	First warship named for a black person, the S.S. Leonard Ray Harmon, launched in Quicy, Massachusetts - 1943

	26 
	President Truman issues Executive Order No. 9981, which mandates equality of treatment and opportunity within the U.S. armed forces - 1948

	27 
	Martin Luther King, Jr., jailed for protesting segregation of public parks in Albany, Georgia - 1962

	28 
	Approximately 10,000 African-Americans march down Fifth Avenue in New York City in silent protest against racial oppression - 1915

	29 
	First convention of the National conference of Colored Women held in Boston, Massachusetts - 1895

	30 
	Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., activist and politician, elected congressional representative from Harlem, New York - 1995

	31 
	Attorney R. Hubbard becomes the first female president of the National Bar Association - 1981


AUGUST
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	Arthur Ashe becomes the first African-American named to the U.S. Davis Cup team - 1964

	2 
	William Still’s The Underground Railroad, an account of fugitive slaves’ escape to freedom, published - 1872

	3 
	Former slaves organize Allenworth township, the only town in California founded by blacks - 1908

	4 
	“Long” John Woodruff wins an Olympic gold medal in the 800-meter run - 1936

	5 
	John Lawson, navy gunner, awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor - 1864

	6 
	President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act into law - 1965

	7 
	Barry Bonds, baseball player for the San Francisco Giants, broke the Hank Aaron’s all-time record with 756 home runs - 2007

	8 
	Mathew A. Henson, the first black explorer to reach the North Pole, born in Charles County, Maryland - 1865

	9 
	Jesse Owens wins four gold medals in track-and-field events at the Olympics in Berlin - 1936

	10 
	Gen. Colin Powell nominated as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff - 1989

	11 
	U.S. senate confirms Thurgood Marshall as the U.S. solicitor general - 1965

	12 
	Frederick Douglass’s home in Washington, D.C., dedicated as a memorial - 1922

	13 
	First issue of the Afro American newspaper published in Baltimore, Maryland - 1892

	14 
	President Abraham Lincoln speaks to a black audience at the White House - 1862

	15 
	Maxine Waters, the second African-American woman from California to be elected to Congress, born - 1938

	16 
	Rev. Philip A. Potter, black Methodist minister from Dominica, named general secretary of the World Council of Churches - 1972

	17 
	Roberto Clemente, born in Puerto Rico of Hispanic and black heritage, becomes the second baseball player to be featured on a postage stamp - 1984

	18 
	James Meredith becomes the first African-American to graduate from the University of Mississippi – 1963

	19 
	M.C. Harvey receives a patent for the lantern - 1884

	20 
	The first twenty Africans brought to Jamestown, Virginia, as slaves - 1619

	21 
	Nat Turner leads a slave revolt in Southampton, Virginia - 1831

	22 
	John Lee Hooker, blues singer and guitarist, born in Clarksdale, Mississippi - 1917

	23 
	Booker T. Washington elected president of the national Negro Business league in Boston, Massachusetts - 1900

	24 
	Edith Sampson becomes the first African-American to be appointed as a representative to the United Nations - 1950

	25 
	Singer and actor Aaliyah, 22, dies in a plane crash in the Bahamas - 2002

	26 
	William L. Dawson elected as vice presidential candidate for the Black Democratic Party - 1943

	27 
	Civil rights marchers come together in Washington, D.C., on the eve of the 25th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech - 1998

	28 
	Martin Luther King, Jr., leads a civil rights march on the Mall in Washington, D.C. - 1963

	29 
	Musician Michael Jackson born in Gary, Indiana - 1958

	30 
	Lt. Col. Guion S. Bluford, Jr., becomes the first African-American astronaut to travel in space - 1983

	31 
	Frank Robinson, the first black manager in Major League basball, inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame - 1982


SEPTEMBER
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	Condoleeza Rice named provost of Stanford University, thereby becoming the youngest person and the first African0American ever to hold this position - 1993

	2 
	Venus Williams, tennis pro, reaches the semifinals rounds for the first time in the U.S. Open - 1997

	3 
	Texas cotton pickers organize a union and stage a strike for higher wages - 1891

	4 
	Orval Faubus, governor of Arkansas, calls on the National Guard to prevent African-American students from entering a Little Rock high school - 1957

	5 
	Harriet E. Wilson, author, publishes, Our Nig, the first novel written by an African-American woman - 1859

	6 
	Florida State Supreme Court justice Leander Jay Shaw, Jr., becomes the first African-American chief justice - 1990

	7 
	Integration of public schools begins in Washington, D.C., and in Baltimore, Maryland – 1954

	8 
	Althea Gibson becomes the first black athlete to win the U.S. Tennis Championship - 1957

	9 
	Arthur Ashe defeats Tom Okker at Forrest Hills Stadium in New York, thereby becoming the first African-American to win the U.S. Open - 1968

	10 
	John Roy Lynch becomes the first African-American to deliver the keynote address at a Republican National Convention - 1864

	11 
	Moses A. Hopkins, minister and educator, named U.S. ambassador to Liberia - 1885

	12 
	Dr. Mae Jemison becomes the first African-American woman in space - 1992

	13 
	First major plot of people in servitude against slave masters documented in a Virginia slave conspiracy - 1663

	14 
	Selective Service Act permits African-Americans to enlist in all branches of the U.S. armed forces - 1940

	15 
	Four young girls killed in the bombing of a black Baptist church in Birmingham, Alabama - 1963

	16 
	B.B. King, legendary blues guitarist, born in Itta Bena, Mississippi - 1925

	17 
	Vanessa Williams, having previously won the title of Miss New York, briefly becomes the first black Miss America - 1983

	18 
	As part of the Missouri Compromise, Congress passes the Fugitive Slave Act, which mandates the return of runaway slaves to their masters - 1850

	19 
	Jackie Robinson, baseball great, elected Rookie of the Year - 1947

	20 
	The Cosby Show premieres on NBC - 1984

	21 
	Gen. Colin Powell appointed chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff - 1989

	22 
	Interstate Commerce Commission issues a regulation prohibiting segregation on interstate buses and in terminal facilities - 1951

	23 
	Mary Church, the first black person to serve on the Washington, D.C., Board of Education, born in Memphis, Tennessee - 1863

	24 
	Nine black students, under the protection of the National Guard, integrate Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas - 1957

	25 
	Barbara W. Hancock becomes the first African-American woman to be named a White House Fellow - 1974

	26 
	Serena Williams becomes the first African-American woman since Althea Gibson in 1958 to win the U.S. tennis championship title - 1999

	27 
	Xavier University, the first black Catholic institution of higher learning in the United States, founded in New Orleans, Louisiana - 1915

	28 
	Miles Davis, jazz trumpeter, dies in Santa Monica, California - 1991

	29 
	Muhammad Ali, world heavyweight boxing champion, defeats Ernie Shavers - 1977

	30 
	Mike Powell breaks the world record for the long jump (8.95 meters) at meet in Tokyo - 1991

	31 
	


OCTOBER
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	James Meredith becomes the first African-American to enroll at the University of Mississippi - 1962

	2 
	Thurgood Marshall sworn in as the first African-American justice on the U.S. Supreme Court - 1967

	3 
	Frank Robinson is hired by the Cleveland Indians as the first black manager in baseball - 1974

	4 
	The dedication of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Building in Atlanta, Georgia, is the first in the nation to bear his name - 1988

	5 
	Barry Bonds, Giants left fielder, breaks a Major League record for the most home runs in a single season with his 71st home run - 2001

	6 
	Fannie Lou Hamer, a leader in the Civil Rights movement, born near Ruleville, Mississippi - 1917

	7 
	Toni Morrison, author, awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature - 1993

	8 
	Jesse Jackson, founder of People United to Save Humanity and U.S. presidential candidate, born in Greenville, South Carolina - 1941

	9 
	Frank Robinson becomes the first African-American manager of a Major League baseball team - 1974

	10 
	Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale founders of the Black Panther Party in Oakland, California - 1966

	11 
	Alexander Miles, black inventor, receives a patent for the elevator - 1887

	12 
	Wilt Chamberlain, basketball legend, dies at the age of 63 - 1999

	13 
	Jesse Leroy Brown the first black naval aviator, born - 1926

	14 
	Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., becomes the second African-American to win the Nobel Peace Prize - 1964

	15 
	Clarence Thomas confirmed as the second African-American justice to be seated on the U.S. Supreme Court - 1991

	16 
	The Million Man March takes place in Washington, D.C. - 1995

	17 
	Capital Savings Bank, the first bank for blacks, opens - 1888

	18 
	Terry McMillan, novelist, born in Port Huron, Michigan - 1951

	19 
	Peter Tosh, the “Father of Reggae Music” born in Jamaica - 1944

	20 
	Enolia Pettigen McMillan becomes the first female president of the NAACP born in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania - 1904

	21 
	Black Fashion Museum opens in Harlem, New York - 1979

	22 
	225,000 people boycott Chicago schools to protest segregation - 1963

	23 
	Continental Congress prohibits blacks from enlisting the U.S. Army - 1775

	24 
	Rosa Parks, Civil Rights icon, dies at the age of 92 - 2005

	25 
	Benjamin O. Davis, Sr., becomes the first black general in the U.S. Army - 1940

	26 
	Mahalia Jackson, “Queen of Gospel Singers,” born in New Orleans, Louisiana - 1911

	27 
	Andrew Young, former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, elected mayor of Atlanta - 1981

	28 
	Omega Psi Phi fraternity incorporated at Howard University in Washington, D.C. - 1911

	29 
	Six years after being ordered to do so by President Truman, the Defense Department announces that all units of the U.S. armed forces will be desegregated - 1954

	30 
	Earl Lloyd becomes the African-American to play in the NBA - 1950

	31 
	William Henry Lewis, football player, named an All-American - 1893


NOVEMBER
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	First issue of Ebony magazine published in Chicago, Illinois - 1945

	2 
	A bill making the third Monday in January a federal holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., signed into law - 1983

	3 
	The Rev. Jesse Jackson announces his candidacy for the U.S. presidency - 1983

	4 
	Carol Moseley Braun becomes the first African-American woman to be elected to the U.S. Senate - 1992

	5 
	Shirley Chisholm of Texas becomes the first African-American woman elected to the U.S. Congress - 1968

	6 
	Sharon Pratt Dixon becomes the first woman to be elected mayor in Washington, D.C. - 1990

	7 
	Carl Strokes (Cleveland, Ohio) and Richard Hatcher (Gary, Indiana) become the first African-Americans to be elected mayors of major American cities - 1968

	8 
	Edward W. Brooke of Massachusetts becomes the first African-American to be elected to the U.S. Senate since Reconstruction - 1966

	9 
	Howard University Medical School opens - 1868

	10 
	Andrew Hatcher becomes the first black associated press secretary - 1960

	11 
	Civil Rights memorial dedicated in Montgomery, Alabama - 1989

	12 
	National Negro Opera Company established in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania - 1941

	13 
	Caryn Johnson, who achieved fame as actor and comedian Whoopi Goldberg, born in New York City - 1949

	14 
	U.S. marshals escort four black girls into schools in New Orleans, Louisiana - 1960

	15 
	Professor Arthur Lewis of Princeton is awarded the Nobel Prize in economics and is the first black cited in a category other than peace - 1979

	16 
	Agbani Barego, representing Nigeria, becomes the first black African woman to be crowned Miss Universe - 2001

	17 
	WHMM-TV at Howard University becomes the first African-American owned television station - 1980

	18 
	South African leaders of all races approve a new democratic constitution that ends white minority rule and gives nonwhites the vote - 1993

	19 
	Toni Morrison awarded a Pulitzer Prize for Beloved - 1988

	20 
	Discrimination outlawed in federally funded housing - 1962

	21 
	African-American leaders protest apartheid by picketing South Africa’s embassy and consulates - 1984

	22 
	Elijah Muhammad founds the Nation of Islam in Detroit, Michigan - 1930

	23 
	One thousand people from twenty-five states form the National Black Independent Party - 1980

	24 
	Scott Joplin, the “King of Ragtime” born in Texarkana, Texas - 1868

	25 
	Interstate Commerce Commission bans segregation on buses and in waiting rooms involved in interstate travel - 1955

	26 
	William H. Lewis becomes the assistant attorney general thereby becoming the first black to be appointed to a sub-cabinet post - 1911

	27 
	Dorothy Height, YMCA official, elected president of the National Council of Negro Women - 1957

	28 
	Ernie Davis becomes the first African-American to win the Heisman Trophy - 1961

	29 
	Black slaves welcomed into the U.S. Army for the first time - 1780

	30 
	Robert Tools, the first recipient of the Abiocor artificial heart, dies of multiple-organ failure after suffering a stroke - 2001

	31 
	


DECEMBER
	
	Invention


	DATE
	EVENT

	1 
	Rosa parks refuses to give up her front seat on a city bus to a white man, thereby sparking a 382-day bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama - 1955

	2 
	Maya Angelou invited to compose a poem for President Bill Clinton’s inauguration - 1992

	3 
	Frederick Douglass and Martin R. Delaney establish the North Star, an anti-slavery paper - 1847

	4 
	Moneta Sleet, Jr. becomes the first African-American male awarded the Pulitzer Prize for photography with Ebony Magazine - 1969

	5 
	Mary McLeod Bethune, educator, founds the National Council of Negro Women - 1935

	6 
	Lee Brown narrowly defeats businessman Rob Mosbacher to become Houston’s first black mayor - 1997

	7 
	Richard Wright, novelist, presented with the Spingarn Award - 1941

	8 
	Gibbs v. Board of Education wipes out wage differential between black and white teachers in Montgomery County, Maryland - 1936

	9 
	P.B.S. Pinchback of Louisiana becomes the first black state governor - 1872

	10 
	Dr. Ralph J. Bunche becomes the first African-American to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize - 1950

	11 
	Langston Hughe’s musical Black Nativity opens on Broadway - 1961

	12 
	Joseph H. Rainey of South Carolina elected to the U.S. House of representatives - 1870

	13 
	David Dinkins becomes deputy mayor of New York City - 1973

	14 
	John Mercer Langston, representative for Virginia in the U.S. Congress, born in Louisa County, Virginia - 1829

	15 
	The Bill of Rights becomes law, thereby guaranteeing the rights of all U.S. citizens - 1791

	16 
	Andrew Young appointed ambassador and chief U.S. delegate to the United Nations by President Jimmy Carter - 1976

	17 
	Sports Illustrated names Michael Jordan Sportsman of the Year - 1991

	18 
	13th Amendment ratified, thereby officially abolishing slavery in the United States - 1865

	19 
	Charles Randolph Uncles becomes the first black to be ordained a Roman Catholic priest in the United States - 1891

	20 
	South Carolina becomes the first state to secede from the Union—leading, eventually to the Civil War - 1860

	21 
	Josh Gibson, known as the “Black Babe Ruth,” born in Buena Vista, Georgia - 1911

	22 
	Butterfly McQueen, actress best known for her role in Gone With the Wind, dies in Augusta, Georgia - 1995

	23 
	Madame C.J. Walker, entrepreneur and the first black female millionaire, born in Delta, Louisiana - 1867

	24 
	African-American platoons hold their position in the Battle of New Orleans - 1814

	25 
	Cab Calloway, premiere Jazz entertainer, born in Rochester, New York - 1907

	26 
	First day of Kwanzaa (Dec. 26 - Jan. 1), an African-American cultural holiday developed by Dr. Maulana Ron Karenga – 1996 (Kwanzaa Day 1: Umoja = Unity)

	27 
	Dr. Charles Richard drew, surgeon and discoverer of blood plasma, establishes a pioneer blood bank in New York City – 1941 (Kwanzaa Day 2: Kujichagulia = Self-determination)

	28 
	Denzel Washington, actor, born in Mount Vernon, New York – 1954 (Kwanzaa Day 3: Ujima = Collective Work and Responsibility)

	29 
	Thomas Bradley, mayor of Los Angeles, born in Calvert, Texas – 1917 (Kwanzaa Day 4: Ujamaa = Cooperative Economics)

	30 
	Bo Diddley, rhythm and blues guitarist, born in Magnolia, Mississippi – 1928 (Kwanzaa Day 5: Nia = Purpose)

	31 
	United Negro College Fund holds its first nationally broadcast telethon and raises 14.1 million dollars – 1984 (Kwanzaa Day 6: Kuumba = Creativity)
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