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TEXAS CRIME VICTIMS' COMPENSATION FUND

The fund was established in 1979 to provide financial assistance to victims of violent crime. The fund is administered by the Crime Victims' Compensation Division of the Attorney Generals Office.

To submit a claim, a victim or family member must send a Crime Victims Compensation Application to the Texas Attorney Generals Office. Victims or family members needing an application or assistance in completing an application can contact:

HPD Homicide Division - Family Violence Unit or Victim Services Unit at 713.308.1100

OR

District Attorney's Office - Victim Witness Program at 713.755.6655

HPD Incident #:
Investigating Division/Unit:

Investigator(s) Name/Phone:

Harris Co. D. A. Cause*:

Court#:
Court date:

Prosecutor Name/Phone:

Victims' Comp. Claim #:

Mail application to:

Office of the Attorney General Crime Victims' Compensation Division

P.O. Box 12548 Austin TX 78711-2548

Claims Division 1-800-983-9933

WHO QUALIFIES?

An innocent victim of a violent crime who suffers bodily injury or death due to an:

· Assault

· Aggravated robbery

· Kidnapping

· Sexual assault

· Vehicular offense

· Criminal negligent homicide

· DWI (driving while intoxicated)

· Failure to stop and render aid

· Intentional vehicular assault

· Manslaughter
Applicants include:

· Victim

· Immediate    family    members    (spouse, children, siblings, step children, parents, grandparents)

· Intervenors   ("good   Samaritan"   citizen, police officer or fireman)

The victim must:

· Be a resident of Texas, a resident of another state victimized in Texas or a Texas resident victimized in another state or country that does not have a crime victims compensation program
· Report the crime to law enforcement officials within a reasonable period of time
· Cooperate fully with law enforcement officials
· File for compensation within three (3) years of the crime
ELIGIBLE EXPENSES

The crime victims fund is the "payer of last resort". Collateral sources such as health insurance benefits and Medicaid must be exhausted before an award may be made.
· A victim can receive up to $50,000 for out of pocket expenses related to the crime.

· Medical - hospital and emergency room services, physician fees, nursing care, physical therapy, dental costs, prescriptions and medical supplies.

· Mental health counseling - treatment for a victim, eligible immediate family and household members.

· Loss of wages - victim who is unable to work due to physical or emotional disability related to the crime.

· Loss of support - payments for people who were dependents of a deceased victim.

· Funeral expenses - costs for transporting a body from the scene or morgue, embalming, cremation, burial services, escorts, flowers, caskets and grave markers.

· Child care - coverage to allow a victim's spouse or a legal guardian to continue employment.

· Dependent care • costs for victims who had responsibility for the care of a dependent.

· Evidence replacement - cost for items seized by law enforcement.

· Crime scene cleanup - cost related to removing from a crime scene elements that may cause further trauma to the victim or victim's family.

· Relocation expenses - cost related to" moving of victims belongings, rental deposits, utility connections, motor vehicle mileage expenses and lodging and meals for out of state moves
CATASTROPHIC INJURIES
When a victim suffers a total and permanent disability, an additional $50,000 may be awarded for:

· lost wages

· making a home or automobile accessible

· obtaining job training and vocational
rehabilitation

· training in the use of special appliances

· home health care

WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM

Criminals fund the program and victims of crime reap the benefits. There are no tax dollars involved. Criminals pay a one time fee based on the convicted charges:
· $15 - Class C misdemeanors and municipal ordinance convictions with fines of $200 or less

· $35 - $50 - Class A & B misdemeanors and municipal ordinances with fines over $200

· $45 - $100 - Felony cases

· All parolees placed on parole after September, 1993 for a violent crime pay an $8 monthly administrative fee towards the crime victims’ compensation fund.

You are your most reliable advocate. Protect yourself!
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